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vention of typhoid fever, are of sach a character that no one
who has had any practical experience of the recent outbreak
of typhoid fever in a very circumecribed area in Clifton can
quietly sit down and read them -without feeling a sense of
duty imposed on him to deny and repudiate in the most em-
phatic manner the suggestions and insinuations ccntained in
those remarks.
That we have had to deal with typhoid fever, certainly

offering many anomalous symptoms, due to infected milk,
has been demonstrated to the most complete satisfaction of
the profession generally, as well as that of those responsible
for the welfare of the sufferers and of the community at
large.
At the last meeting of the Bristol Medico-Chirurgical

Society an address of thanks for the services rendered by the
Health Department in the city of Bristol was presented to
Dr. Davies and his assistant medical officer by the medical
profession in Bristol. Dr. Davies's report has been character-
ised by many as "masterly," and he has received acknow-
ledgments for his able services from various quarters, in-
eluding that of the Head of Clifton College. Therefore I feel
justified in protesting against the oracular opinions expressed
by Mr. Tivy. He attempts to induce people to believe that
the recent outbreak of typhoid fever was due to insanitary
conditions in Clifton. He might as well argue that, if dyna-
-mite were exoloded in my house, it was a proof of defects in
my drains.-I am, etc.,

J. HANCOCKE WATHEN,
Alderman and Member of the Health Committee

December 20th. for the City of Bristol.

SIR,-Lest the statements made by Mr. W. J. Tivy at the
meeting of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society on
December 14th, on the recent epidemic of enteric fever in
Clifton should be taken as expressing the opinions of medical
men in Bristol, I must ask you to insert a short letter to say
Mr. Tivy's theories are not held here, either by the public in
general or by the medical profession. There has been no
more influenza than is usual at this time of year, and enteric
fever has been the only disease that has appeared in an epi-
demic form. Further, I believe I am expressing the unani-
mous opinion of my colleagues when I say that we are per-
fectly certain that the fever was spread by a polluted milk
eupply, as has been shown in Dr. Davies's masterly report,
and has been in no way brought about by the "s ewage gas "
which Mr. W. J. Tivy claims as the cause of the evil. Un-
ventilated sewers may be wrong theoretically, but the low
,death-rate of Bristol, and particularly of Clifton, certainly
convinces me that they are not practically. I challenge, too,
Mr. Tivy's statement that "the stinks of Clifton in the
-ummer have been almost unbearable for years."
Mr. Tivy is welcome to his own opinion on the value of

Widal's test. I believe it to be of great value, and admit I
tave had great assistance from it. Will Mr. Tivy please to
say where he got the statement he credits Dr. Davies with-
that is, that it is "absolutely diagnostic in all doubtful
cases " ?

I hope I have said enough to show that Mr. W. J. Tivy's
opinions are not those generally accepted either on the epi-
demic itself or on the cause which produced it.-I am, etc.,

Clifton, Deeember 2oth. BERTRAM M. H. ROGERS.

UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS.
SIR,-Perhaps an agreement with the Pharmaceutical or

Apothecaries' Society, or both, for a modified examination to
admit unqualified assistants as surgeon'd assistants would be
agreeable; no man to be eligible to " sit " unless in practice
before 1890, or such and such a year fixed upon by the Council.
Adverse circumstances and the results of marriage before
finishing their curriculum. in the majority, are the causes of
the unfortunate " unqualified " seeking his living as such, and
there is not one who would not prefer to be qualified. Many
are known to be competent (to quote " M.B.Oxon."), and I
know several who have gone to the Rotunda and taken out the
"L.M." before even being registered as students, with the
object of getting better salaries, and eking out their lives at
it, until something better turned up; and several have been
in this capacity for from ten to twenty years. All this experi-
encesurely would qualify them for some post or other as the

years of " probation " will qualify a nurse. Many are married
and have large families. What is to become of them? Several
are already impoverished by the Council's previous decision,
as there are but few indoor vacancies for men with " encum-
brances."
The full curriculum would not necessarily be required, as

many are not in possession of class tickets, having originally
been old apprentices, who took out their lectures with the sole
idea of becoming assistants, and were not registered at the
time.
Let all who can prove they have been in the practice of

m'edicine since 1890, or a longer or shorter period, at the
advice of the Council enter for a modified examination in
medicine, a searching clinical, and in minor surgery, mid-
wifery, etc., and such men to be allowed to hold posts indoors
under the supervision of the principal, and in accordance
with by-laws framed by a governing body.
No new men would be created, the old ones-would gradually

exit by death or promoted circumstances, without causing
unnecessary suffering.-I am, etc.,
December z4th. TANGO_

SIR,-May I point out that the recent resolution of the
General Medical Council re unqualified assistants comes into
force at once, as several of your correspondents are evidently
under the impression that there is a close time until January
ist, I900.-I am, etc.,
December 20th. PROVINCIAL.

SIR,-The position of unqualified assistants is one deserving
grave consideration.

I strongly condemn the system of covering in cheap dis-
pensaries, which is about the worst form of quackery, but
there are many cases such as that named by Mr. Grace, and
surely these gentlemen deserve some consideration. I know
a case of one, nearly 70 years of age, liked by the patients,
and yet active as a lad of 20, much trusted by his employer,
and who has been with him and his father many years; in fact
the case is parallel with that of Mr. Grace, and I would support
the line advocated by him, but bring it into force sooner, and
exclude all persons under 21 years of age. If carried out as it
now stands it is certain to swell the ranks of quacks and sham
doctors.

I have occasionally employed unqualified men, and as a
rule have found them useful and trustworthy.-I am, etc.,

Abberley, Worcestershire, Dec. 18th. J. SWAN SCRIVEN, M.D.

.IR,-It is high time that the profession at large united
to dispense with the aid of unqualified assistants. We must
ever remember that a full curriculum and competency are
not synonymous terms. We must all of us know of cases in
which an overfull curriculum has been no proof of compe-
ttency; yet these men are taken on as unqualified assistants;
whereas, with less expense than they have incurred, in many
cases through laziness and inattention to work, they might
have become duly-qualified registered practitioners. If they
be so practically efficient as Eome of your correspondents
point out, why do not these principals advance them the
money for their final examinations, which are now of a most
practical nature, and thereby place them on a legal footing,
and abandon for ever the aiding and abetting of an inferior
order of practitioners ?-I am, etc.,
Bedford General Infirmary, Dec. 17th. S. J. Ross.

SIR,-Is there any way to deal with this question by a
qualifying examination for men only on the Student8' 1egi8ter
with a full curriculum and experience? Has the General
Medical Council power to hold or cause to be held an exami-
nation, if they choose, for the benefit of those men? At
present the condition of things is terrible. Is it fair that no
door will be thrown open for those men who are obliged to
give up their situations through the recent action of the
Council, and having spent their lifetime in the profession are
fit for no other posiLion, yet through want of means are un-
qualified ?-I am, etc.,
December 14th. L M.


